Microsurgery for degenerative conditions of the cervical spine.
Although the operating microscope has been used for spine surgery for more than 20 years, its use is still not widely accepted by orthopaedic spine surgeons. Nevertheless, surgeons who have used the operating microscope are well aware of its many advantages in performing spine surgery. Most notably, the superior visualization it provides allows for faster, safer, and more extensive decompressions. The reluctance of many surgeons to use the operating microscope often has to do with trepidation regarding new technology. The use of the operating microscope when performing anterior and posterior cervical spine surgery makes these procedures easier to carry out and decreases the risk of complications during decompression of the spinal cord.